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THE BEYAN-HAYES COEEESPONDENCE 

EDITED BY E. W. WINKLES 

IV 

BETAN TO HATES 

Bay Lake 
Galveston Co. Oct 31, 70 
Dear Hayes 

I received your note enclosing the obituary notice of my old 
friend and college chum Tudor [Fay]. I loved him when we 
were boys, and he loved me. I have never forgotten this, or 
ceased to feel a sincere affection for him. When in Columbus 
in "56 I stayed with him and enjoyed him and his family very 
much. He was a noble fellow at College and I doubt not was 
as true and good as a man. I feel sad at his loss, for his death 
has brought up so many scenes of the past — loved and cherished. 
I feel sorrow because he was dear to me. I think now of him 
when we were Chums, when I held him on my hand in Owl 
Creek and taught him how to swim, how afterwards we bathed 
together in that river. All these things come up and make me 
like a boy again, and when others would obtrude I bid them 
down. I loved my old College and my associations there. There 
were some hearts that beat in unison with my own. "Tude's" 
was one of them. Dark shadows have fallen upon us since then 
but they have never, never obliterated the memory of the good 
and true. I have cultivated my feeling for you, and I should 
deplore as a calamity a change. 

Give my regards to your wife and children. 

Your friend Guy 

I wrote Mrs Fay in response to a note from her. 

HATES TO BRYAN 

State of Ohio 
Executive Department. 
Columbus, 3d Aug. 1871 
My Dear Guy: 

I have your kind & hearty letter. I enjoyed your visit greatly. 
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Judge Matthews was here yesterday. He expressed a great de- 
sire to see you. Talked over College days, reminded me of your 
escape from the tartar emetic, and other scenes. 

Lucy returned Monday. Little Fanny, the daughter, is in her 
usual fine condition. The boy, Scott Eussell, is suffering from 
summer complaints, and we are quite anxious about him. 

I enclose you letters just received. 

Uncle is probably at home. I expect to hear of his arrival 
there today. Be sure to stop at Fremont. If you will dispatch 
him, he will send a carriage to meet you at the arrival of the 
train you name. Lucy will be glad enough to have you make 
us a good visit. 

As ever 

E B Hayes^* 

BETAN TO HATES 

Baton Eapids, Michigan 

August 16th 1871. 
Dear Eud — 

I am just in receipt of the package of letters sent to me by 
you. I thank you my dear friend for your attention to my re- 
quests. I am sorry that I have to enclose you one to yourself 
that came with mine. Until I leave this part of the U. S. I 
shall have to bother you with sending to me my letters. 

I cannot say how long I shall remain here I am now in- 
clined to give these waters full trial. 

I received your friendly letter to me at St Catharines. I 
thank you for your hearty invitation to visit your Uncle, shall 
do so before I quit the lakes. Will write to him and know his 

°'"Auld lang syne" was a favorite expression with Hayes. His visit 
to Texas stands out prominently. 

State of Ohio 
Executive Department. 
Columbus, 28th July 1871. 
My dear Judge: 

Col Guy M Bryan of Texas is a gentleman of responsibility & high 
character. Uncle and I visited him in Texas. I will be particularly 
obliged for any courtesy you can extend to him. 

Sincerely 

R. B. Hayes 
Hon. L. B. Otis 
Chicago 111 
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movements and ■will go there when I leave here finally if not 
before. 

Present my kindest regards to your wife and children. I re- 
ceived two letters from my wife among those you sent to me 
(late as 9th inst.) she and my children very well. I left [W. P.] 
Ballinger and sister at St. Catharines. His health has much 
improved; got a letter from him today. They will leave on to- 
morrow down St. Lawrence, Montreal, Quebec, etc. 

Yours 

G. M. B. 

BEYAN TO HATES 

Premont, August 29, 1871. 
Dear Eud: 

I have spent three days — Saturday, Sunday and Monday — 
with your Uncle most delightfully to me, and I hope agreeably 
to him. After so long a separation we had much to talk about, 
and many questions to ask. We have passed our time constantly 
together, and in almost uninterrupted conversation. We have 
ridden and walked all over and around "Spiegel Grove." I felt 
and agreed with him about the trees, and the future of the 
Orove. You will have here a delightful home, and to you a spot 
more sacred and dear than any other that you could select for 
your permanent home — the home of your children, where every 
tree and walk would remind you of your Father-Uncle, and the 
heart memory be perpetuated in your children. 

I have met here your son Eud, your nephew Eud, and your 
nieces Fanny and Minnie. It has been to me a delightful asso- 
ciation, and one not anticipated by me. I have enjoyed their 
society so much. Your son and I have got on a fine footing, 
and I feel that we both know and are interested in each other, 
and the same can be said of the other three; all of them are 
pleasant. I like Eud, and love the girls — they are sweet and 
attractive women, and I regret leaving them. Long will my 
visit to "Spiegel Grove" be remembered and cherished by me. 
I shall go to Toledo from here, and I expect I shall go from 
there to St. Paul via Chicago. I may go on to Duluth. I have 
not yet decided positively — a letter or dispatch from Ballinger 
will fix me. I want you my friend to retain my letters until you 
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hear from me again. I am sorry to trouble you so much on this 
little matter, but to me it is one of importance, as it is the way 
I hear from wife and children. (I got a letter here from them, 
all well.) 

I read your speech at Zanesville, and I was satisfied with its 
temper and course of argument. I have run over Noyes,' De- 
lano's and Sherman's. I object seriously to the spirit found in 
all of them, — to keep alive the animosities of the tixir, in the 
hearts of their hearers. Dear Eud, if you find it necessary in 
your future speeches to touch on kindred subjects, don't, I beg 
of you, speak in temper and language to keep alive the preju- 
dices, and feelings engendered by the war and its results. I ask 
this as a friend. I ask, too, that you will except, by name Texas, 
from the denunciation passed upon the South by the others when 
they speak of the "Ku Klux," and I ask you, to request them 
to do 80 in the future, for such language injures my State and 
prevents persons from emigrating to it. I assure you on my 
word of honor, if such an organization exists in Texas, I do not 
know it, and if it did, I think I certainly would know it. Such 
expressions as — "There is safety among them for the life and 
property of no man who was loyal to the government during the 
rebellion," etc, etc Noyes "And the rebellion and treasonable in- 
tent of the followers of JefEerson Davis," etc. Delano "That you 
are filled with that jealousy which springs from a knowledge of 
your inferiority, threatens a future war, and says the rebel cause 
will still succeed," etc, etc, Sherman, with many others like 
them, fire the heart of bitterness, and keep alive feelings of hate, 
and the desire for acts, which the people of the South regard as 
oppressive and undeserved, and as evidencing continued hostil- 
ity to them, in spite of every effort they make for reconcilliation 
and obedience to law, (no matter how objectionable the laws may 
be, with the hope that their submission will eventually be appre- 
ciated). People weary of continued self control, self abnegation 
and self sacrifice, if all their efforts are constantly turned back 
upon them as evidences of cunning, hypocracy and deceit. You 
cannot know how much we have suffered and do suffer from in- 
justice in every way. For instance I earnestly desire to sell all 
my property at one third its value to get out of the way of the 
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misrule and oppression that we are liable to — and this is the 
feeling of thousands, who would sell (if they could) all they 
haye for one third its value to get away from negroe rule. We 
feel my friend that since the Surrender the Negroe has been the 
special object of the government's protection, and the white 
man the object of oppression. You will say that this is not so; 
for argument's sake we will grant that it is not; yet if the action 
of this government produces this effect in the minds of the white 
people, it certainly must be open to objection in some of its de- 
tails, and should be at least modified, for public opinion does 
mean something, and sometimes is a true index. At least the 
Northern mind ought not for mere party purposes be kept con- 
stantly stirred up with distrust and hate, toward a vanquished 
and impoverished people, too weak to resist, or even [to] turn 
aside the shafts they shoot among them, wounding them in every 
way. I write this to you in frankness and friendship, with the 
hope it will induce you to think favorably of a once gallant and 
proud people of your own blood — now humbled into the dust, 
and ruled over by their former slaves. 

Pardon this long letter, when I commenced I did not contem- 
plate such an infliction. I hope that you will read and think 
of it in the spirit in which it has been written. 

Write to me in reply when you get my telegram to forward 
my letters. I may drop in on you before I take my departure 
for the South, but cannot promise. Sincere affection to your 
wife and children. 

Yours 

Guy M. B. 

BETAN TO BIECHAED 

Oliver House 
Toledo, 0., August 31, 1871. 
Dear Mr. Birchard: 

No one that I had letters to were in the city, except Young, 
I hunted him up, and gave your letter to his son who made an 
appointment for him which he did not fill. Brown being absent, 
I struck out for myself. Introduced myself to Frank Hurd, who 
behaved very differently from Mr. Y . . . did all for me he 
could. I saw Mr. Pomeroy (land agent) who thinks he may do 
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something for me. I leave in the morning for Waukesha near Mil- 
waukee via Chicago, and will return via Toledo. You shall 
hear from me again. My sincere regards to the ladies and the 
boys, and believe me as ever 

Your friend sincerely 

Guy M. Bryan 
Sardis Birchard, Esq 

Fremont, Ohio. 

BHTAN TO BIECHAED 

Toledo, 0., Sept. 18th 1871. 
My dear Mr. Birchard 

I arrived here on yesterday, and leave this afternoon for 
N". Y. I passed through Chicago, leaving the same day I ar- 
rived. I did not try to see your friend Otis, consequently did 
not use your letter or Hayes' to him. 

I spent two weeks at Waukesha, Wis., at a spring there, hop- 
ing that my liver might be benefited. I am some better. I go 
to N". Y. and will remain there a week and then I shall beat 
slowly backward South. I have often thought of you affection- 
ately since I shook hands with you. May your life be spared 
many winters, and may you and I spend together other days of 
genuine friendship as those I passed with you in your delight- 
ful home of Spiegel Grove. Long, long, will their fragrance 
perfume the recollections of my visit to Ohio. Present my re- 
spectful and kindly regards to Miss Grant, and tell her when 
I come back again, I promise not again to carry you out in the 
rain. May she long be spared to be your comfort. 

Send me Hayes' speeches. I would like to read them. Ee- 
gards to him. 

Sincerely your friend 

Guy M. Bryan. 

P. S. I do not expect to effect anything here in regard to my 
lands and shall not buy more. 
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BETAN TO HATES 

Galveston Dec 15th 1871. 
Dear Eud — 

Your reply to mine to meet me on my return from Waukesha 
via N. Y. did not reach me until a week after I had been in 
N. Y. otherwise we should have met at the house of your good 
Uncle. The day I left Toledo you left Columbus for Fremont. 
How I regretted I did not telegraph you on my arrival at Toledo. 
I got there Saturday night, staid over Sunday and left Monday 
afternoon. I wrote to your Uncle from Toledo. No visits I 
made during my absence were personally more satisfying than 
those I made to you and your Uncle. I shall look with deep 
interest and affectionate anxiety for reports from your uncle 
until the mild weather of next year sets in. I wanted him to 
promise me that if I came back by Fremont that he would come 
here with me, but he said no; change now could not benefit but 
would injure him. His genuine friendship and simple, direct 
affectionate hospitality brought back i%e past, and my heart 
gushed forth one continuous flow of affection for him. I felt 
and feel toward him the cherished feelings of youth. May he 
pass through this and many winters to come. 

I occupy with my family two rooms in my residence in this 
place, hoarding with the family to whom I rent the premises. 
My health is still not good and I fear that it will never again be 
strong. I obtained great relief in New York from electricity — 
more than from any other quarter or source. My rheumatism is 
not near so troublesome as it was last winter. I may again leave 
home next spring if I can raise the means; in what direction I 
shall wander I have not yet determined. 

In regard to politics dear Eud let me feel that I may have 
some influence with you and through you with your Party. 
Eepublicanism here is not as it is with you. To us it is what 
Tammany is in N. Y. Now when theft, tyranny and vileness of 
every kind can be embraced without compunction and loss of 
self respect, then and only then, can you expect the Southern 
people to become Eepublieans, on account of the pictures pre- 
sented to them at home. Had a good and virtuous picture been 
presented to us, with the black element, your party would have 
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been in the ascendancy from right and not fraud. As it is, the 
course pursued has been to destroy the party and demoralize the 
people — white as well as black. I say this, that it may have 
effect. Let me beg of you, now that you are retiring, strike one 
good blow for right and the South. MaJce a record that will tell 
for you in the future, with the country, as well as the people 
of the South. Clark has no more right to the seat in Congress 
than McCook has to that of Gov of Ohio, and yet you could, 
were you disposed by fraud &c to give a certificate to McCook. 
My (above) remarks however are not based upon this transac- 
tion only, but upon the rule of action adopted in this State and 
others by those who call themselves Eepublicans, and are per- 
mitted to affiliate with you and other gentlemen of your party, 
and rule and enslave the Southern people. "With the government 
as administered in the South despotism is the favorite and cher- 
ished agent. Eepublicanism is but another name for despotism. 
I fear our people are becoming disgusted with the popular form 
of government, and the effect is to prepare them for any other 
form of government than the present one. I do not mean by 
this that they are rebellious, or have any such thoughts; no, they 
have been enslaved and impoverished xmtil they are becoming 
indifferent, willing to take anything that will rid them of the 
present incumbrances. This is a sad picture, but it is a true 
one. Texas is better off than any of the [other] "Eebel States," 
and yet this picture is not overdrawn for Texas. Great God, 
why will your party not see and heed when the plain truths are 
before them. Do not think me prejudiced — ^no I am conservw- 
tive and I wish good government, under the constitutions and 
laws of the Federal and State governments. I did not use the 
letters I got from you and your Uncle and made no sales of 
land. I am disgusted with the condition of things of the South 
and will sell out cheap if I could do so. My lands are among 
the best, but I am getting old and infirm, and I am tired of 
waiting for better times. If you know of capitalists who would 
invest, and have confidence in the future I will "sell out cheap." 
Give my love to your wife and children, your nieces whom I met 
at your Uncle's. 

Sincerely yours Guy M. Bryan. 
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HATES TO BEYAK 

State of Ohio 
Executive Department. 
Columbus, 20th January 1872 
My dear Guy: 

We are deeply pained to hear of your overwhelming loss.^' 
We sympathize with you — ^we sorrow with you — we feel it as an 
affliction in our own family. I came from Fremont yesterday, 
where I had spent a few days with Uncle on the occasion of his 
seventy iirst birthday. Our talk was more than usual of you 
and the comfort we had in your visit last summer. He will 
share your grief. But what is all this? May God bless you 
and give you the best consolation possible. I feel that to talk 
of such a loss is mockery. 

We go back to Cincinnati next week — we go back gladly not- 
withstanding we have had a pleasant life here 

As ever 

R B Hayes 

BIECHAED TO BETAN 

Fremont January 32/73 
Dear Bryan 

I this evening reed a letter from Hayes telling me of the 
death of your wife. I cannot go to rest without telling you how 
much I mourn with you. While you were here you told me so 
much about her that I felt that she, like yourself, was one of 
my dear Friends and had anticipated with pleasure a long visit 
from you and her next summer but now my hope and prayer 
is that we may both meet her in a better world 

Yours 

S. Birchard 

BETAN TO BIECHAED 

Galveston, April 12th 1872. 
My dear Mr. Birchard: 

I do not know certainly that the letter I wrote to you was 
sent or not, for fear that it was not I write to you again. 

My dear old friend, your prompt words of sorrow were fully 
appreciated, and opened up the flood gate of my heart. There 

"Mrs. Guy M. Bryan died January 1, 1872. 
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is a sincerity, kindness, and affectionate manner about you in our 
intercourse, that has always drawn me to you, and made me feel 
that we were of the same blood. 

Not knowing my wife since her womanhood, you cannot know 
how great is my loss. In intellect, manners and heart, I liave 
never known her superior in her sex. When I took her to Wash- 
ington (when she was young) she soon made herself felt in any 
circle in which she moved. Voluntarily she retired from such 
a life, for it was at her instance I would not consent to run again. 

I have never seen her in any position that she was not the 
mistress of it. She merited Irving's description of "the wife" 
for she filled it. But my dear friend, words are empty on such 
an occasion. She is gone, and I am so stricken, that but for 
my children I would not care to stay here. 

My children are well cared for by their Grandmother and 
Aunt. You recollect them both, the latter married Ballinger 
of this place, with whom I now live, for I could not be separated 
from my dear ones. 

Write to me, and believe me ever your friend 

Guy M. Bryan. 

BETAN TO HATES 

Galveston, April 13th 1872. 
My Dear friend Eud: 

Your brotherly sympathy came to me in good time and de- 
served an earlier notice. I have been so bowed down, and 
stricken that I have not had heart for anything. When I tell 
you that I idolized my wife, and sincerely thought her one of 
the most gifted women of her day you can better appreciate 
what have been my feelings. Even now, I can scarcely realize 
that she will not come back. 

I so deeply regret that you did not meet with her last sum- 
mer. She is gone, and I am never to see her more. I cannot 
realize this. What is this life? What is the future? Eud 
how I have thought and thought and to no end since my wife 
has left me. But for my children, I would not stay here if I 
could join her, so bright, so beautiful, so good and so gifted. 
I have never known one to improve so rapidly in all that ele- 
vates and adorns woman as she did. Could we have lived to- 
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gether a few years longer she would have had few equals — this 
is what / think, and so thinking, my sorrow is with me all the 
time. But as you say, words are empty on such an occasion. 
Give my love to you and yours. I have broken up housekeep- 
ing, and I am living with Mr. and Mrs. Ballinger. My mother- 
in-law Mrs. Jack and Mrs. Ballinger have my children and I 
could not separate from them yet. My health is better but not 
restored. Write to me often and I promise to be a more punc- 
tual correspondent. 

Your friend 

Guy 

BETAN TO HATES 

Galveston Oct. 9th 1872. 
Dear Eud: 

It has been a very long time since I heard from you, and I 
fear that you have not received my last letter or I should cer- 
tainly at least have had a word of remembrance. The last let- 
ter I had from you was the one written on receipt of the intel- 
ligence of the death of my wife. I shall never my dear friend 
recover from that irreparable loss, and I again thank you and 
your uncle for your affectionate sympathy. 

My health is still feeble. I have a room at Ballinger's where 
my children are with their Grandmother and Aunt. I have 
four — ^my oldest boy in his 13th year, Willie; next a daughter 
(Laura) eight years; the next a daughter in her fifth, this one 
(Hally) is my pet; and my youngest nearly ten months old a 
fine boy named for myself, Guy M. Bryan. 

My children are well cared for, in this I am fortunately sit- 
uated. How is your Uncle? I hope his health is no worse. 
Give him my love, and tell him since my visit to him my affec- 
tion for him is greater than when you and I were boys together 
and with him smoked his Havanas on the greensward at Piatt's. 
May God preserve him for many years. What are you doing? 
I saw a paper a few days since that said you were a candidate 
for Congress in a new District, consequently I enclose this to 
your uncle knowing that you will get it. How is Al Buttles 
family? Poor Al, how much I once loved him at College, and 
how sincerely attached to him when I once more and for the 
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last time saw him in Columbus. In somewhat of a hurry I 
write this with the hope of soon hearing from you. Give my 
affectionate regards to your wife. I am as ever your sincere 
friend. 

Guy M. Bryan. 

BETAIT TO HATES 

Galveston, Dec. 29th, 1872. 
Dear Eud: 

Your letter from Fremont was received in due course of mail. 
I have been away a good deal of late and since my return have 
been sick or I should have written to you sooner. 

I need not tell you I was glad to hear from you and happy 
to hear that your uncle was improved in health. I love your 
uncle, and I know he likes me; he is a noble hearted man. I 
enjoyed his society so much when with him at his own home. 

I am glad to hear that you and your wife and children are 
all well and happy. I am sorry you were not returned to Con- 
gress, for I hoped that you would see our condition in the South 
and help us. You say that your C[andidate] was better than 
mine for the country. I hope he will prove it, and that the 
South will be regarded by him as part of the country. Mr. 
Greeley was taken by the South because he was the nominee of 
the Conservative or liberal Eepublicans; they would have sup- 
ported any other honest Republican, yourself for instance, or 
Mr. Adams had he been nominated. First, because they wanted 
good government, and 3nd were willing to show the North that 
they were for reconciliation on their terms. I fear however that 
the South gets no credit for voting for the founder of the Re- 
publican party and the Anti-Slavery champion. The condition 
of the South is bad, and [in] many of the States is deplorable. 
You ask what can you do. Let Congress and the Executive 
treat us of the South in all respects as they treat Northern 
States, and quit upholding thieves and tyrants. I use this lan- 
guage not in passion, but because the words convey the right 
meaning. 

You speak of traveling; when you do, if I have a home to 
welcome you to, know no one in the wide world would be more 
cheerfully and heartily received and welcomed within my doors 
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than you and your wife and your uncle. How much I lament 
our wives did not meet — mine was no ordinary woman, with a 
heart as large as any one ever had. I am still crushed, and 
but for my children I fear I would walk through life a gloomy man ; 
as it is, I throw off what would abide with me and [be] before 
me all the time. God only knows how I loved and adored her. 

I am living with my children at Ballinger's. My mother and 
sister-in-law treat my children like their ovm; they are blessed 
to have such to train them. I shall always be glad to hear 
from you and I hope our writing will be more frequent. I shall 
occasionally write to your uncle. How is George Jones and 
family? He has never written to me since the close of the 
war. I got a letter from Jake Camp. I answered it and sent 
him a Texas Almanac. 

Love to your wife and children and Uncle. 
Your friend as ever, 

Guy M. Bryan. 



